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Filippo Celata

“What sorts of institutional conditions produce what kinds of 
geographical knowledges?” (Castree 2006)
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Research and publication strategies

 WHAT TO PUBLISH 

 WHERE 

 HOW MUCH

 WHEN

 WITH WHOM

 HOW…
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You

The ‘public’ The ‘state-of-the-art’

(your supervisor…)

 …WHY
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WHAT

Source: PhD guidelines, Economic Geography Curriculum..
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WHAT

Journal articles
“…must be classifiable as either research articles – presenting original 
empirical analyses and/or original processing of research materials – or review 
articles, understood as critical reflections on specific research themes or 
authors*. In both cases, manuscripts must demonstrate a sound 
methodological design and an adequate engagement with the relevant 
international literature, and must propose an original and significant 
contribution to the advancement of scholarly debate from a conceptual, 
theoretical, methodological, or applied perspective. Accordingly, research 
articles should not be limited to the mere presentation of case studies or 
analytical results, and review articles should not consist solely of a summary or 
descriptive cataloguing of sources” (Rivista Geografica Italiana).

Commentaries, book reviews, forums, etc. 

Books..: monographs, edited books

Book chapters
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Double blind peer-review

Accepted as it is

Minor revisions

Major revisions
Revise & Resubmit

Submit elsewhere

Rejection 

Desk rejection
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Where.. in the ever expanding universe?
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Institute of Scientific Information (ISI, Philadelphia, 1960 -> 
Web of Science, Clarivate) | Impact factor

Science Citation Index (1960) | Social Sciences Citation Index (1973) | Arts and 
Humanities Citation Index (1975) | Emerging Sources Citation Index (2005)

“An essential core of journals forms 
the literature basis for all disciplines, 
and most of the important papers are 
published in relatively few journals… 
Our mission is to identify that core..” 
…and to measure its “impact factor” 

IF = (selected) journal’s citations per 
year (articles published in the 

previous two years) / total articles 
published in the year

Scientometrics and bibliometric indexes
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Other bibliometrics

Elsevier’s SCOPUS (2004)

Scoups, subject area: ‘geography, planning and development’ = 1,197 journals

WOS, category ‘geography’: 87 journals (+ ‘urban and regional planning’: 42 + 
‘development studies’: 76 = 205 journals

..ever expanding universe: approx. 50,000 peer-reviewed journals (+2,5% yearly)
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Individual bibliometrics…

H-INDEX: the maximum value of h such that the given author/journal has
published at least h papers that have each been cited at least h times.
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(Institutional) lists of ‘excellent’ journals

Ex.: Italy/ANVUR ‘Class A’ journals, since 2012 (‘geography’: 259 
journals + ‘scientific journals’, area 11: appr0x. 9,200 journals)
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Articles by scholars affiliated to Italian universities in ‘top’ 
geography journal, 1997-2014

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

Geography journals*

'Purely' human geography journals*
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Scopus* AND WoS AND Class A journal in geography, 2025
* Top 

400
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The market…

Number of WoS Journals per publisher, ‘geography’, 2013-2020-2026
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Scopus NOT WoS NOT Class A in geography

Class A journals in geography that are not in Scopus nor in WoS

Interdisciplinarity: urban studies, housing studies, environmental
studies, regional studies, disaster studies, planning, development… 

Italianity: Rivista Geografica Italiana, Bollettino della SGU, Archivio di 
Studi Urbani e Regionali, Annali Memotef… …Bollettino dell'AIC, 
Geotema, Geostorie, Semestrale di s. e r. in g., Documenti Geografici…
…J-Reading (‘Didactics’), Geography Notebooks, …Geoprogress…
…Africa, Archeomatica, Finanza, Capitale Culturale, Medit…

Anti-anglofonism: french (5), spanish (2), german, belgian, austrian, 
slovak, baltic, czech, swiss, hungarian, african… geographical journals

Misteries.. (ex. Archeomatica, Finanza, Capitale Culturale, Medit, 
Quantrade, Revista De Filosofia, Shima)
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The national 
champion

‘What sorts of institutional conditions produce what kind of academic subjects’?

The local hero The Anglophile 
or anglo-verted

Transnational/multi-level 
academic citizenships
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‘Thresholds’ for the ‘Abilitazione scientifica’

Non bibliometric disciplines

Bibliometric disciplines
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Evaluation criteria for publications in Italy

Criteri valutazione pubblicazioni scientifiche:

- originalità, innovatività e rilevanza di ciascuna pubblicazione.

- congruenza … con il settore disciplinare per il quale è bandita la 
procedura, o con tematiche interdisciplinari correlate;

- rilevanza scientifica della collocazione editoriale di ciascuna 
pubblicazione e sua diffusione nella comunità scientifica.

- determinazione analitica … dell'apporto individuale … nel caso 
di … lavori in collaborazione [‘WHIT WHOM’…]

- consistenza complessiva della produzione scientifica del 
candidato, l'intensità e la continuità temporale della stessa…

Publications number (12) and typologies
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Beware of predators…
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‘What sorts of institutional conditions produce what kind of academic subjects’?

Publish or perish?
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Costituzione italiana (1948), Articolo 33: "L'arte e la scienza sono 
libere e libero ne è l'insegnamento"...


