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1. Research activity 
My research project is framed within the context of plant use across the Mediterranean during the 2nd and 1st millennia B.C. More specifically, it aims to reconstruct plant cultivation and plant use of the Phoenicians at Motya, a small island found in the Marsala Lagoon, in Western Sicily (Italy), through the study of macro- (seeds and charcoal) and microfossils (pollen) and the support of archaeological evidence. Although the Phoenician-Punic period (late 8th century B.C. – 397 B.C.) represents the main occupational phase of the archaeological settlement, the island is known to have been occupied by indigenous populations since the 17th century BC and continued to be inhabited also after the Siege of Motya (397/6 B.C.), despite not recovering its former importance (Nigro, 2014; Nigro and Spagnoli, 2017. Quaderni di archeologia fenicio-punica, Missione archeologica a Mozia). This sets the bases for a diachronic reconstruction of the Motya cultural landscape along the millennia.
My research activity includes a 3-month exchange period at the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens (Greece), Department of Geology and Geoenvironment, under the supervision of prof. Katerina Kouli to perform palynological treatment, training and analyses. 
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